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PENTECOST X                            PROPER 14                        AUGUST 16, 2020 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

--- Jesus walking on water, Peter trying 

and failing to do the same, and Jesus endorsing the faith exhibited by Peter despite his being unable to 

cop

imaginations. But it is also one of the stories in the Bible in which we tend to have the least confidence 

in terms of the truth which underlies it. We are thoroughly modern. We are children of the 

turn to other ways of explaining what is being described, and those efforts are sometimes more 

complicated and more difficult to accept than the original narrative. 

Thus, it is helpful to try to understand the mentality of people in antiquity which was very different 

literally, seriously believed that miracles 

happene

a version of the Christian tradition that stresses the mi

 

However, since the Enlightenment of the 18th 

s, or accept the 

bizarre view that the miracles of Jesus were the only authentic ones in the ancient world and all the others 

were simply imagined. And, of course, that makes no sense at all, particularly from the vantage point of 

the modern, scientific outlook that marks our thinking in general. That view suggests that the miracles 

occurred because Jesus was the Son of God, whereas at the time, the miracles were assumed to be the 

evidence upon which the claim to be the Son of God rested. That is, the miracles preceded the very idea of 

his divinity.  

explanation, an understanding of the order of the world that allowed for the miraculous t

whereas we possess an entirely different explanation of how the world works, one which does not permit 

the existence of the miraculous and demands a scientific version of how to examine reality. In antiquity, 

sed sphere with 
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 (was) just like your 

ding of science. 

However, even if we are able to penetrate that kind of mentality in order to understand the story of Jesus 

the more obvious lessons Matthew (and Jesus, as well) 

intends us to take away fr

particular event actually occurred in the way the narrative suggests.  

s 

-

for those of us who find this troubling, we need to be reminded that faith and doubt are very much 

part because before you believed something, you  it or were more inclined not to believe it 

Certitude requires evidence. Lack 

of faith precedes faith. The very concept of faith simply assumes the existence of its counterpart, doubt. 

It is very likely that Matthew 

faith --- Doubt

forget the final scene: it is 1964 in Brooklyn at a parochial school run by Sister Aloysius in which a priest, 

Fr. Flynn, is a member of the teaching staff. Sister Aloysius (played by Meryl Streep) learns that Fr. Flynn 

(played by Philip Seymour Hoffman) is suspected of potential child abuse even though she has no 

evidence to support the charge. Unfairly, she literally hounds him out of the school. In that final scene, 

and is overwhelmed with the prospect of her sinful behavior.  

In 

encouragement. He is able to identify our weaknesses without condemning us; he enables us to believe 

even when up to that point our faith has been notably lacking in strength. Jesus demands a lot of us. It 

most need to hear are those words of Jesus which combine reprimand with the inspiration to continue 

to acquire faith in the face of ongoing doubt. Often, what we are called to do is very basic and obvious 

but at the same time very hard to put into practice. 

fixed on Jesus and our ears open for his encouragement. Our wills and hearts must be ready to do what 
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Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 

who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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